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Funding Decision Tree References 

1. Mandatory floodproofing in the designated 100-year floodplain:  This level of 
floodproofing will be mandatory to satisfy federal and state law and rules for new 
construction in the floodplain.  It involves: 

 Elevating the lowest floor to or above the regulatory flood protection level (generally 
at least 1 to 2 feet above the 100-year flood elevation).  A community may allow for 
floodproofed basements if the community has a formal exception for FEMA to allow 
structurally water-tight floodproofed basements where any space below the RFPE is 
impermeable to flood waters and resistant to hydrostatic pressures. 

 There shall be no habitable space of any building below the RFPE. 

 As an alternative, the lowest floor can be elevated by pilings, parallel walls or 
internally flooded (non-basement) crawl spaces used only for limited storage or 
parking of vehicles. 

The local zoning authority administers the requirements for this type of construction through 
the local flood plain zoning ordinance, and construction plans must be certified as compliant 
with the state building code by a registered professional engineer or architect. 

2. Minimal repairs/floodproofing inside the designated 100-year floodplain:  This level of 
floodproofing involves cost-effective measures to reduce the potential for future flood 
damage to a building.  It generally consists of installing sewer backflow valves, installing 
basement footing drains and sump pumps to remove seepage water, providing for 
positive grading and drainage of the landscape surrounding the foundation, elevating 
the furnace and hot water heater to or above flood levels.  Use of non-damageable or 
minimal cost materials for rehabilitation should be used to avoid extensive future flood 
damages.  This level of floodproofing is not mandated by local zoning controls, but is 
necessary to protect the investment of public assistance dollars. 

3. Minimal repairs/floodproofing outside the designated 100-year floodplain:  This level of 
floodproofing involves cost-effective measures to reduce the potential for future flood 
damage to a building.  It generally consists of installing sewer backflow valves, installing 
basement footing drains and sump pumps to remove seepage water, providing for 
positive grading and drainage of the landscape surrounding the foundation, elevating 
the furnace and hot water heater to or above flood levels.  Use of non-damageable or 
minimal cost materials for rehabilitation should be used to avoid extensive future flood 
damages.  This level of floodproofing is not mandated by local zoning controls, but is 
necessary to protect the investment of public assistance dollars. 
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Other Guidelines 

1. Financial guideline to support floodproofing over buy-out for non-substantially damaged 
structures:  cost (rehab.) + cost (floodproofing) should be < cost (buy-out) + cost (new 
housing assistance). 

2. Flood insurance costs:  If minimal health and safety repairs are pursued as an option to 
retain housing stock in the 100-year floodplain, the cost of flood insurance for that 
property will dramatically increase. 

Other Definitions 

FLOODPLAIN 

Areas identified as within the boundaries of the 100-year floodplain as shown on the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (or any other maps that are referenced in the official floodplain zoning 
ordinance for the community) in existence before the flood occurred. 

DAMAGED BEYOND REPAIR 

Structural damage or contamination has occurred.  This decision is made by the local 
government responsible for the floodplain zoning decisions for the community where the 
structure is located.  Decisions must be made using the exact same methods and criteria 
community-wide, for all damaged structures.  If the community has not adopted the uniform 
building code, these decisions will be complicated and the community should seek assistance 
from the State Department of Administration, Building Code Division.  Assistance should also be 
sought from the local financial assistance implementing agency. 

REPAIRABLE 

This decision is made by the local government responsible for the floodplain zoning decisions 
for the community where the structure is located.  Decisions must be made using the exact 
same methods and criteria community-wide, for all damaged structures.  If the community has 
not adopted the uniform building code, these decisions will be complicated and the community 
should seek assistance from the State Department of Administration, Building Code Division. 

EXTENSIVE REPAIR VS. MINIMAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REPAIR 

Local government should use $10,000.00 as the upper limit for minimal safety and health 
repairs.  Minimal repairs for safety and health should involve use of lower cost construction and 
finishing materials to simply make the structure safe and habitable.  This decision is made by 
the local government responsible for the floodplain zoning decision for the community where 
the structure is located.  Decisions must be made using the exact same methods and criteria 
community-wide, for all damaged structures. If the community has not adopted the uniform 
building code, these decisions will be complicated and the community should seek assistance 
from the State Department of Administration, Building Code Division. 

SUBSTANTIALLY DAMAGED 

Structures that are damaged such that the cost of repair equals or exceeds 50% of the 
structure’s pre-flood fair market value.  This decision is made by the local government 
responsible for the floodplain zoning decisions for the community where the structure is located.  
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Decisions must be made using the exact same methods and criteria community-wide, for all 
damaged structures.  Extensive guidance on making these decisions has been provided by MN 
DNR Waters’ staff, additional questions can be directed to the Floodplain Unit staff of MN DNR 
Waters. 

BASEMENT 

Any area of a structure, including crawl spaces, having its floor or base subgrade (below ground 
level) on all four sides, regardless of the depth of excavation below ground level. 

LOWEST FLOOR 

Means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area including a basement.  An unfinished or 
flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an 
area other than a basement area is not considered a building’s lowest floor; provided that such 
enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation 
design requirements in a community’s floodplain zoning ordinance. 

FEMA 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

RFPE 

Regulatory flood protection elevation 

 


